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Greetings from Manfred! 

This biography was prepared by Manfred History and Preservation. 
Please visit { "http://www.manfrednd.org" } for more information. 

 

 
CK and Mary Melby 

Christen K. and Mary Melby 
Husband's Full Name:  Christen K. Melby (aka C. K.) 
Husband's Place of Birth:  Rogne, Øystre Slidre, Valdres, Norway  
Husband's Father's Name: Knud Olsen Rudi 
Husband's Mother's Name: Guri Kristensdotter Melby 
Husband's Siblings' Names: Guri Ranum, Ole, Knut, Ragnhild Skattebo, 
Gulbrand, Marit Satterberg, Caroline Anderson, Martin and Oscar 
Wife's Full Name:  Marit Haas Marken Larson  
Wife's Place of Birth:  Minneota, MN 
Wife's Father's Name:  Arnt Larson 
Wife's Mother's Name:  Jorgine Haas Larson 
Wife's Siblings' Names:  none 
Children's Names: Clarence, George, Almer, Grace Hanson, Orvin, 
Clifford, Agnes, Julius, June Hams, Olga Regnier, Kermit, Lillian Selter, 
Harriet Payne 

 
C.K. and Mary Melby 
Chris, also known as C. K. or Christ Melby, was the third child born to Knud and Guri Melby on January 11, 
1868. He grew up on the Melby farm in Rogne, Øystre Slidre, Valdres, Norway and attended the Rogne 
school and church. In 1881 when he was 13 years old, his parents sold the Melby farm and the whole family 
emigrated from Norway to the USA, Goodhue County, Minnesota. 
 
In 1884, his parents moved to Griggs County North Dakota where they filed on a homestead, and in 1887 
they moved to Foster County. In the fall of 1889 he left home, and in 1890 at age 22 years old, he settled in 
Lyon County were his aunt Guri Opdahl and sister Guri Ranum both lived.  
 
Chris married October 3, 1891 in Minneota MN to Mary Haas Marken Larson born May 11, 1874 Minneota MN. 
She was the only child of Arnt Larson and Jorgina Haas who were both born in Mosjøen, Norway. Thirteen 
children were born to them: Clarence 1892, George 1894, Almer 1895, Grace 1897, Orvin 1899, Agnes 1902, 
Julius 1903, June 1904, Olga 1907, Kermit 1909, Lillian 1911, and Harriet 1915. Chris was not only a farmer, 
but he was an influential businessman. He helped shape the beginnings of the Farmers and Merchants 
National Bank in Minneota and served as cashier. He was in the hardware and implement business from 1911 
to 1918. In 1916, Chris was elected to the House of Representatives serving two terms in the Minnesota 
legislature.  
 
In 1919, he moved to North Dakota and bought his father’s farm. He and his family became very active in 
the Manfred community and in Vang Lutheran Church. Music was a very important part of Chris’ life, and at 
Manfred he directed the Vang Lutheran Choir, and his entire family was very musical. His daughter Grace 
played the organ until she passed away in 1932. In the fall of 1929, the family returned to a farm in Lyon 
County. Throughout Chris’ life he was in public service and a leader in many organizations: township, 
county commissioners, Hope Lutheran Church, farmer’s cooperative elevator, creamery, and oil company.  



 
Chris died December 13, 1936 and Mary died August 21, 1937. Both are buried at Minneota MN. Five children 
preceded them in death: Agnes, Julius, and Kermit died in infancy. Orvin was killed by lightening as he was 
going through a gate with his two horses, which also died. Grace’s daughter Julie died in infancy and Grace 
died at nearly 35 years of age during an operation. Eight children went on to have descendants.  
 
Source:  Manfred News:  Melby, C. K. 31 Dec 1936 C. K. Melby, Prominent Citizen of Minneota, Minn., 
was Manfred farmer.     C. K. Melby, 68, died at his home south of Minneota, Minn., on Sunday, Dec. 13, 
following failing health for the past three and a half months.  Mr. Melby conducted a farm near Manfred 
from 1919 to 1929, moving at that time back to Minneota, where he has since resided.     
 
Mr. Melby was born in Norway, on Jan. 11, 1868 and came to America at the age of 13.  He settled in 
Goodhue county, Minnesota, going from there to Griggs County where he settled with his parents on a 
homestead.  In 1890 he started life for himself and settled in Lyon county, Minnesota where he has since 
resided except for the time spent at Manfred.      
 
On Oct. 3 1891 he was united in marriage to Miss Mary Larson of Minnesota and to them were born 13 
children.  The 8 surviving children are Clarence of Bowdon; George of Portland, Ore.; Almer of Akeley, 
Minn.; Clifford of Denver, Colo.; Mrs. E. A. Hams of Richey, Mont.; Mrs. Joseph Regnier, Jr. of Minneota, 
Minn.; Mrs. A. G. Stelter, of Lynd, Minn.; and Harriet at home.   
 
Mr. Melby was the first of a family of ten children to die, he being survived by the following brothers and 
sisters:  Mrs. O. Ranum, Ole, Martin, Oscar and Mrs. Olaf Anderson, all of Manfred; Knut of Grand Forks; 
Mrs. A. Satterberg of Los Angeles, Calif.; Gilbert of Bowbells; and Mrs. O. J. Wolding of Sanish.    
 
Funeral services were conducted on Dec. 17 from the Hope Lutheran church at Minneota and internment 
was made there.  Mr. Melby was long prominent in public affairs in his home community in Minnesota, 
having held a great many public offices, including that of State Representative, for two terms.  He was also 
prominent in church and community work and was a highly respected citizen of the Minneota community.  
Some of the relationship from Wells County attended the funeral services for Mr. Melby. 
See Also Page 8 of the New Manfred News, December 2004 
 

 

 
C.K. and Mary Melby Family    1899 

Back: C.K., Clarence, Mary 
Front: Grace, George, Almer, Orvin 


